[Diagnostic evaluation of full x-ray pictures and computed tomography of bone tumors of the spine].
The conventional radiographs and CT examinations of 112 patients with primary and secondary bone tumours of the spine have been compared. Two hundred and sixty-eight vertebrae were shown to be involved, using CT; conventional radiographs showed correctly in 88% an involvement of the vertebral bone and in 66% of the different parts of the vertebrae. Of the intraspinal and paravertebral tumour extensions shown by CT, only 23% and 33% respectively were correctly diagnosed by plain radiography. Only 51% of the vertebrae showing a reduction in height on conventional radiographs could be diagnosed on horizontal CT cuts. The type of lesion could be diagnosed in only very few cases by either method.